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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much.
Gracias. Buenos Dias. | am pleased to be
back at the State Department. | appreciate
the work that"s done here. Every day the
men and women of this department serve as
America"s emissaries to the world. Every
day you help our country respond to
aggressors and bring peace to troubled
lands. Every day you advance our country®s
mission iIn support of basic human rights to
the millions who are denied them. Seecretary
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Madam Secretary, thank you for your
introduction. |I"m pleased to be with you
and Ambassador Negroponte and all who work
here. Thanks for the hospitality. 1I™m
pleased to be here with our Secretary of
Commerce, Secretary Carlos Gutierrez -- born
in Cuba. 1 appreciate other members of my
administration who are here.



I particularly want to thank the members
of Congress who have joined us: Senator Mel
Martinez, born in Cuba; Congresswoman Ileana
Ros-Lehtinen, born in Cuba; Lincoln Diaz-
Balart, born in Cuba; su hermanito --
(laughter) -- Mario Diaz-Balart. 1 want to
thank Chris Smith for joining us,
Congressman from Jersey; Thaddeus McCotter,
Michigan; Debbie Wasserman Schultz, from
Florida; as well as Tim Mahone from
Florida. Appreciate you being here.



Cuba®s rulers promised individual
liberty. Instead they denied their citizens
basic rights that the free world takes for
granted. |In Cuba it i1s 1llegal to change
jobs, to change houses, to travel abroad,
and to read books or magazines without the
express approval of the state—lt1is
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Cuba®s rulers promised freedom of the
press. Instead they closed down private
newspapers and radio and television
stations. They"ve jailed and beaten
journalists, raided their homes, and seized
their paper, iInk and fax machines. One
Cuban journalist asked foreigners who
visited him for one thing: a pen. Another
uses shoe polish as iInk as a typewriter
ribbon.

Cuba®s rulers promised, "absolute respect
for human rights.” Instead they offered
Cubans rat-infested prisons and a police

state. Hundreds—are-servinglongprison
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Joining us here are family members of
political prisoners in Cuba. |1"ve asked
them to come because 1| want our fellow
citizens to see the faces of those who
suffer as a result of the human rights
abuses on the i1sland some 90 miles from our
shore-—0One—of—them—isOlgaAlonso—Her
brother, Ricardo Gonzalez Alonso [sic], has









Now is the time to support the democratic
movements growing on the island. Now is the
time to stand with the Cuban people as they
stand up for their liberty. And now is the
time for the world to put aside its
differences and prepare for Cuban®s
transition to a future of freedom and
progress and promise. The dissidents of
today will be the nation"s leaders tomorrow
-—- and when freedom finally comes, they will



surely remember who stood with them.
(Applause.)

The Czech Republic and Hungary and Poland
have been vital sources of support and
encouragement to Cuba®"s brave democratic
opposition. 1 ask other countries to follow
suit. AIll nations can make tangible efforts
to show public support for those who love

freedom on the i1sland. They—can—open—up

their embassies in Havana to pro-democracy
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Here at home we can do more, as well.
The United States Congress has recently
voted for additional funding to support
Cuban democracy efforts. 1 thank you all
for your good work on this measure -- and 1
urge you to get the bill to my desk as soon
as we possibly can. (Applause.) 1 also
urge our Congress to show our support and
solidarity for fundamental change in Cuba by
maintaining our embargo on the dictatorship
until 1t changes. (Applause.)

Cuba®s regime uses the U.S. embargo as a
scapegoat for Cuba"s miseries. Yet
Presidents of both our political parties



have long understood that the source of
Cuba®s suffering 1s not the embargo, but the
communist system. They know that trade with
the Cuban government would not help the
Cuban people until there are major changes
to Cuba®s political and economic system.
Instead, trade with Cuba would merely enrich
the elites 1In power and strengthen their
grip. As long as the regime maintains its
monopoly over the political and economic
life of the Cuban people, the United States
will keep the embargo in place. (Applause.)

The United States knows how much the
Cuban people are suffering -- and we have
not stood 1dle. Over the years, we"ve
granted asylum to hundreds of thousands who
have fled the repression and misery imposed
by the regime. We"ve rallied nations to
take up the banner of Cuban liberty. And we
will continue to do so. We"ve authorized
private citizens and organizations to
provide food, and medicine, and other aid --
amounting to more than $270 million last
year alone. The American people, the people
of this generous land, are the largest
providers of humanitarian aid to the Cuban
people in the entire world. (Applause.)

The aid we provide goes directly iInto the
hands of the Cuban people, rather than into
the coffers of the Cuban leaders. And
that"s really the heart of our policy: to
break the absolute control that the regime
holds over the material resources that the



Cuban people need to live and to prosper and
to have hope.

To further that effort, the United States
IS prepared to take new measures right now
to help the Cuban people directly -- but
only i1f the Cuban regime, the ruling class,
gets out of the way.

For example -- here®s an interesting idea
to help the Cuban people -- the United
States government i1s prepared to license
non-governmental organizations and faith-
based groups to provide computers and
Internet access to Cuban people -- 1f Cuba®s
rulers will end their restrictions on
Internet access for all the people.

Or the United States i1s prepared to
invite Cuban young people whose families
suffer oppression into the Partnership for
Latin American Youth scholarship programs,
to help them have equal access to greater

educational opportunities -- 1T the Cuban
rulers will allow them to freely
participate.

We make these offers to the people of
Cuba -- and we hope their rulers will allow
them to accept. You know, we"ve made
similar offers before -- but they"ve been
rejected out of hand by the regime. It"s a
sad lesson, and 1t should be a vivid lesson
for all: For Cuba"s ruling class, its grip



on power is more important than the welfare
of 1ts people.

Life will not improve for Cubans under
their current system of government. It will
not improve by exchanging one dictator for
another. It will not improve 1Tt we seek
accommodation with a new tyranny in the
interests of "stability."” (Applause.)
America will have no part in giving oxygen
to a criminal regime victimizing 1ts own
people. We will not support the old way
with new faces, the old system held together
by new chains. The operative word iIn our
future dealings with Cuba 1s not
“"stability." The operative word is
"freedom." (Applause.)

In that spirit, today I also am
announcing a new initiative to develop an
international multi-billion dollar Freedom
Fund for Cuba. This fund would help the
Cuban people rebuild their economy and make
the transition to democracy. 1 have asked
two members of my Cabinet to lead the effort
-— Secretary Rice and Secretary Gutierrez.
They will enlist foreign governments and
international organizations to contribute to
this initiative.

And here"s how the fund will work: The
Cuban government must demonstrate that it
has adopted, in word and deed, fundamental
freedoms. These include the freedom of
speech, freedom of association, freedom of



press, freedom to form political parties,
and the freedom to change the government
through periodic, multi-party elections.
And once these freedoms are i1n place, the
fund will be able to give Cubans --
especially Cuban entrepreneurs -- access to
grants, and loans and debt relief to help
rebuild their country. (Applause.)

The restoration of these basic freedoms
iIs the foundation of fair, free and
competitive elections. Without these
fundamental protections in place, elections
are only cynical exercises that give
dictatorships a legitimacy they do not
deserve.
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At this moment, my words are being
transmitted into -- live into Cuba by media
outlets i1n the free world -- i1ncluding Radio
and TV Marti. To those Cubans who are
listening -- perhaps at great risk -- 1
would like to speak to you directly.

Some of you are members of the Cuban
military, or the police, or officials in the
government. You may have once believed 1In
the revolution. Now you can see 1i1ts
failure. When Cubans rise up to demand



their liberty, they -- they -- the liberty
they deserve, you"ve got to make a choice.
Will you defend a disgraced and dying order
by using force against your own people? Or
will you embrace your people®s desire for
change? There i1s a place for you In the
free Cuba. You can share the hope found iIn
the song that has become a rallying cry for
freedom-loving Cubans on and off the
island: "Nuestro Dia Ya Viene Llegando.™
Our day 1s coming soon. (Applause.)

To—theordinaryCubans—who—are

To the schoolchildren of Cuba: You have
a lot 1n common with young people in the
United States. You both dream of hopeful
futures, and you both have the optimism to
make those dreams come true. Do not believe
the tired lies you are told about America.
We want nothing from you except to welcome
you to the hope and joy of freedom. Do not



fear the future. Su dia ya viene llegando.
Your day i1s coming soon. (Applause.)

Until that day, you and your suffering
are never far from our hearts and prayers.
The American people care about you. And
until we stand together as free men and
women, 1 leave you with a hope, a dream, and
a mission: Viva Cuba Libre. (Applause.)



