NAME ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri
PHONETICS AHbd al-Rah-HEEM ah-NASH-er-REE

KEY ALIAS(ES) Abd al-Rahim Hussein Muhammad Abdu (true name),
Mullah Bilal, Bilal, Abu Bilal al-Makki, Khalid al-Safani,

Amm Ahmad (*Uncle Ahmad™)
AFFILIATION(S) Al-Qa‘ida
NATIONALITY Saudi National of Yemeni descent

*Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri was al-Qa‘ida’s operations chief in the Arabian Peninsula until his capture in 2002,
Trained in explosives, Nashiri honed his expertise in suicide attacks and maritime operations. He led cells in
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Yemen, and he was the mastermind and local manager of the bombing in
October 2000 of the USS Cole. The success of the USS Cole operation appeared to have propelled Nashiri
into a role of greater responsibility.

Bom in Mecca on 5 January 1965, Nashiri ended his formal education after intermediate school and eventually
followed in the footsteps of his uncles and cousins to become an extremist. He participated in Ibn al-Khattab’s
Chechen and Tajik insurgencies and became a trainer at al-Qa‘ida’s Khaldan camp in Afghanistan in 1992,
After returning from Tajikistan, Nashiri, accompanied by al-Qa‘ida operative Khallad bin *Attash, first met
Usama Bin Ladin in 1994, In 1997, Nashiri fought with the Taliban in Kabul and Jalalabad. The following
year, Nashiri and his cousin, Jihad Muhammad Abu Ali, were implicated in a Bin Ladin—sponsored operation
to smuggle Sagger missiles into Saudi Arabia for use against an unspecified US military target. Nashiri was
the leader of the plot and a major player in the Saudi cell at that time.

Nashiri was tasked by Bin Ladin in a private meeting in Afghanistan in 1998 to attack a US or Western oil
tanker off the coast of Yemen. This original objective was subsequently modified by Bin Ladin in 1999 10
target a US military ship in the Port of Aden. Nashiri’s operatives’ first attempt was unsuccessful when their
boat laden with explosives sank in January 2000—they were probably targeting the USS The Sullivans. On
Bin Ladin’s instructions to try again, his suicide operatives successfully attacked the USS Cole in October;
Mashiri was in Afghanistan at the time of the attack.

Al the time of his arrest, Nashiri was arranging funding for a plot to crash a small airplane into the bridge of a
Western navy vessel in Port Rashid, UAE, an operation he had hoped to execute in November or December
2002. He also was orchestraling additional attacks, one targeting a US housing compound in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, which he had planned for mid-2003. Nashiri abandoned a plot that he was involved in earlier in 2002
to attack warships in the Strait of Hormuz, but his operatives—on orders from Bin Ladin—in October 2002
rammed the French tanker MV Limburg off the coast of Yemen with a small boat., Other plots that Nashiri
was involved in included a car bomb atiack against a Saudi military installation at Tabuk aimed at killing US
mulitary personnel, attacks on oil tankers in the Strait of Gibraltar and Western warships passing through the
Port of Dubai, and attacks against land-based targets in Morocco, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia. Nasihiri was
convicted and sentenced to death by a Yemeni court, in absentia, for his part in the USS Cole bombing.
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Department of Defense
Office for the Administrative Review of the Detention of Enemy
Combatants at U.S. Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba

8 February 2007
TO: Personal Representative
FROM: OIC, CSRT (8 Feb 07)

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE FOR COMBATANT STATUS REVIEW
TRIBUNAL - AL NASHIRI, ABD AL RAHIM HUSSEIN MOHAMMED

1. Under the provisions of the Deputy Secretary of Defense Memorandum, dated 14 July 2006,
Implementation of Combatant Status Review Tribunal Procedures for Enemy Combatants
Detained at U.S. Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, a Tribunal has been appointed to
determine if the detainee is an enemy combatant.

2. An enemy combatant has been defined as “an individual who was part of or supporting the
Taliban or al Qaida forces, or associated forces that are engaged in hostilities against the United
States or its coalition partners. This includes any person who committed a belligerent act or has
directly supported hostilities in aid of enemy armed forces.”

3. The following facts support the determination that the detainee is an enemy combatant.

a. The detainee was experienced in military and explosives training, having participated
in such activities during his travels to Afghanistan, Bosnia, and Chechnya.

b. On 7 August 1998, near simultaneous truck bombs were detonated at the United States
embassies in Nairobi, Kenya and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. The explosions at the United States
embassies resulted in the deaths of 224 people, including 12 Americans. More than 4,585 people
were wounded.

¢. Mohammad Rashid Daoud Al-Owhali (Al-Owhali), confessed and was later convicted
in the United States District Court, Southern District of New York, for his role in the al Qaida
bombings of the United States embassies in East Africa, which occurred on 7 August 1998. Al-
Owhali obtained a Yemeni passport in the name of Khalid Salim Saleh Bin Rashid. Al-Owhali
identified the individual who facilitated Al-Owhali's obtaining a Yemeni passport as Bilal, Bilal
is known to Federal Bureau of Investigation investigators as Abdul Rahim al Nashiri, the
detainee. Al-Owhali used this same Yemeni passport to travel to Nairobi, Kenya, arriving on 2
August 1998.

d. On 12 October 2000, the USS Cole was attacked by a small bomb-laden boat. The
small boat pulled along side the USS Cole and detonated. The explosion opened a 40 foot hole
in the USS Cole, killing 17 sailors and injuring approximately 40 personnel.
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SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE FOR COMBATANT STATUS REVIEW
TRIBUNAL — AL NASHIRI, ABD AL RAHIM HUSSEIN MOHAMMED

e. A Federal Bureau of Investigation source identified the detainee as an important person
in al Qaida and the source stated he heard the detainee helped arrange the USS Cole bombing.

f. Jamal Ahmed Mohammed Ali Al-Badawi (Al-Badawi) stated he met the detainee in
Aden, Yemen in the summer of 1999. Al-Badawi stated he purchased a boat for the detainee
upon a request from the detainee.

g. Jamal Ahmed Mohammed Ali Al-Badawi stated the detainee bought explosives in
Sadah, Yemen and transported the explosives concealed in fishing coolers.

h. Approximately one and a half months prior to the USS Cole bombing the detainee
explained the details of an operation in the port of Aden, Yemen against a United States Naval
ship. The detainee discussed this operation with Jamal Ahmed Mohammed Ali Al-Badawi (Al-
Badawi). The detainee asked Al-Badawi for assistance videotaping the operation.

i. Jamal Ahmed Mohammed Al-Badawi claimed the detainee personally funded the USS
Cole operation from the detainee’s own sources.

j. Jamal Ahmed Mohammed Al-Badawi was tried and convicted in Yemen for his
involvement in the USS Cole bombing. The detainee was tried in absentia in Yemen, convicted
and sentenced to death. The detainee’s conviction was later upheld following appeal.

k. An alias used by the detainee was found on a contract for the purchase of a vehicle in
Yemen, which was used in support of the USS Cole attack. An individual identified the detainee
from a photograph as the person who purchased the vehicle.

1. The detainee was one of the main suspects for masterminding the attacks on the USS
Cole and on the French oil tanker Merchant Vessel Limburg in October 2002.

m. The detainee was identified on a leadership list for a scientific laboratory in Karachi,
Pakistan, which was sponsored by Harakan Desturia Islamia, a Kuwaiti-based Islamic extremist
group that raised funds for al Qaida.

n. The detainee was arrested at the end of October 2002 in the United Arab Emirates.
When the detainee was arrested, he was holding several forged passports from several countries.
The passports contained several different identities.

4. The detainee has the opportunity to contest his designation as an enemy combatant. The
Tribunal will endeavor to arrange for the presence of any reasonably available witnesses or
evidence that the detainee desires to call or introduce to prove that he is not an enemy combatant
and that is deemed relevant to that issue. The Tribunal President will determine the reasonable
availability and relevance of evidence or witnesses.
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TRANSLATOR:

DETAINEE

UNCLASSIFIED

(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

(through translator): I was millionaire when I was in Saudi Arabia. As a merchant I use to have a

PRESIDENT:
TRANSLATOR:

DETAINEE

business and use to study at the same time. But since the time somebody
smuggled rockets into Saudi Arabia. Ileft Saudi Arabia. 1 tried to open a project
in Yemen or in Pakistan. That’s why I had the opportunity to ask Usama bin
Laden to help me and to support me in my project. And he helps all people.

Would he give you US currency?

(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

(through translator): Yes. Dollars.

PRESIDENT:
PRESIDENT:
PRESIDENT:

TRANSLATOR:

PRESIDENT:

TRANSLATOR:
PRESIDENT:
TRANSLATOR:
RECORDER:
TRANSLATOR:

PRESIDENT:

TRANSLATOR:

Dollars.

Alright.

Thank you for your statement.
(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

CALLING OF WITNESSES

We will now allow for the calling of witnesses. All witnesses called before this
Tribunal may be questioned by the Detainee, the Personal Representative, the
Recorder, and the Tribunal Members.

(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

Does the Recorder have any witnesses to present?
(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

No, sir.

(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

I note from the Detainee Election Form the Detainee did not request any
witnesses or evidence.

(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).
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PRESIDENT: Al Nashiri, this concludes the presentation of unclassified information to the
Tribunal. We are about to conclude the unclassified portion of the hearing. Do
you wish to now make any final statement to the Tribunal?

TRANSLATOR: (TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

DETAINEE

(through translator): Ihave nothing else to say but regarding the witnesses. If you want you can bring
the Al-Owhali and I would like to know. How he’s, he is able to say what he is
claiming? That’s the only thing I'm asking. I don’t know where he, where he
obtained his stuff.

PRESIDENT: I'm going to take the Detainee’s statement as a request for a witness at this point.
That request is not timely.

TRANSLATOR: (TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

PRESIDENT: If the Tribunal determines it needs additional information.
TRANSLATOR: (TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

PRESIDENT: We will notify the Detainee and obtain that information.
TRANSLATOR: (TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

PRESIDENT: Do you have anything further to say?

TRANSLATOR: (TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

DETAINEE
(through translator): Thank you.

DETAINEE QUESTION & ANSWER

PRESIDENT: Does the Personal Representative have any questions for the Detainee based on
his statement?

PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE:No, Sir.

PRESIDENT: Does the Recorder have any questions for the Detainee?

RECORDER: No, Sir.

PRESIDENT: Do either of the Tribunal members wish to question the Detainee?

ISN#10015
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MEMBERS:

PRESIDENT:

PRESIDENT:

TRANSLATOR:

PRESIDENT:

TRANSLATOR:

PRESIDENT:

TRANSLATOR:

PRESIDENT:

TRANSLATOR:

PRESIDENT:

TRANSLATOR:

PRESIDENT:

TRANSLATOR:

PRESIDENT:

UNCLASSIFIED

No, sir. Nothing further, sir.
Alright.
CLOSING UNCLASSIFIED SESSION

All unclassified evidence having been provided to the Tribunal, this concludes the
open tribunal session.

(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

Al Nashiri, you shall be notified of the Tribunal decision upon completion of the
review of these proceed by the Combatant Status Review Tribunal convening
authority in Washington, D.C.

(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

If the Tribunal determines that you should not be classified as an enemy
combatant, you will be released to your home country as soon as arrangements
can be made.

(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

If, however, the Tribunal determines your classification as an enemy combatant,
you may be eligible for an Administrative Review Board hearing at a future date.

(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

The Administrative Review Board will make an assessment of whether there is
continued reason to believe that you pose a threat to the United States or its
coalition partners in the ongoing armed conflict against terrorist organizations
such as al Qaeda and its affiliates and supporters or whether there are other
factors bearing upon the need for continued detention.

(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

You will have the opportunity to be heard and to present relevant information to
the Administrative Review Board. You can present information from your family
and friends that might help you at that Board. You are encouraged to contact
them as soon as possible to begin to gather information that may help you.

(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

A military officer will be assigned at a later date to assist you in the
Administrative Review Board process.

ISN#10015
Enclosure (3)
Page 35 of 36

UNCLASSIFIED



TRANSLATOR:

PRESIDENT:

TRANSLATOR:

RECORDER:
RECORDER:

REPORTER:

UNCLASSIFIED

(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).
ADJOURN OPEN SESSION

The open session of this Tribunal hearing is adjourned.
(TRANSLATION OF ABOVE).

The time is 1024 on 14 March 2007.
All Rise.

Off the Record.

[The Tribunal withdrew from the hearing room|

AUTHENTICATION

I certify the material contained in this transcript is a true and accurate verbatim rendering of the
testimony and English language translation of Detainee’s words given during the open session of the
Combatant Status Review Tribunal of ISN 10015.

[REDACTED], CAPT JAGC USN
Tribunal President
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ISN: 10015 (Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri)

Inprocess Date: 5 Sep 2006 Refused:

Inprocess Weight: 148 inprocess Height: 65
Date Weight

5-Sep-06 148
31-Oct-06 153.5

9-Nov-06 142

1-Dec-06 144

7-Jan-07 142

4-Feb-07 140

4-Mar-07 . 139
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