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SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Governor Charli¢ Crist
State of Floyida

The Capitol

400 S. Monroe St.
Tallahsssee, F1. 32399-0001

Dear Govemor Crist:

1 am writing to inform you of a troubling situation that has arisen during 8 recent child abuse examination
conducted by myself as a member of the District 11 Child Protection Tesm. We were asked to seea 12
year old girl with severe cerebral palsy, who is bedridden , upable to speak, and completely dependent on
otheys for her care because sho bad sustained a burn while in the care of u Jocal mursing home. She is in
the dependency system end was placed in a local ursing heme, Kids Club, becanse s medical foster
hotne was pot available, While in this facility abe sustained seeond degree bumns to her hand and thigh.
Tnterviews of the workers caring for her at the fime the injuries occurred provided no explanation for how
she sayiined thesa burns, DCF Liss refarrod this case 1o AHCA for the pwrpose of assessing safety in the
facility. Twas informed by the DCF worker that the AHCA investigation is likely going to be closed with
2o findings beoause the iavestigmtors from AHCA claim that there is no documentation that the child was
bamed In fact, the childt bag been admitted to Jackson Memerial Hospital for trestment of second degree
buvnsind there are aotes on e chart from the both the dermatology and burn care services, a3 well as the
general. pedintricians caring for her, stating that she has these bums. My suparvisor, Dr. Walter Lambert,
and ] called the ACHA investigations supervisar, Ms, Helen Faison, in order to inform her of this. She
cxplained to us that her investigator had no writter, documentation steting that the ohild was burned,
despite going to the hospital and seviewing the chart. She cited an admissian note that was taking into
considerution that there may be ather causes for the Jesions, ‘What she and ber investigator bave fajled to
note are the subsequent entries in the chart confivmiag the disgnosis of second degree bums. When we
infosmed hey of this, she stood by her investigator’s findings. We were shocked by her responsc and the
apparent lack of due diligence applied to the investigation of this very serious case, We fear that the
potential risk for further harm of the other residents in the nirsing home facility.is high and that {ittle to
nothing is being done in response. We have contacted the AFICA offices in TaHahassee sod left a
message with their department of quality essurence and are currently waiting for a response; we thought
that you would also like to be aware of this as well. Please feel free to contsct me or Dr. Lambert if you

have any questions,

Sincerely:

Michael D, Strong, MD
Assistant Clinical Professor of Pediatrics
University of Mismi/Miller School of Medicine
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