
 
January 12, 2009 
 
President-Elect Barack Obama 
The Hay-Adams Hotel 
Sixteenth & H Streets, N.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20006  
 
Dear President-Elect Obama: 
 
Re:  Guantanamo Prosecution and Torture of Child Soldier, Omar A. Khadr 
 
The undersigned children’s and human rights activists, scholars, advocates and professionals who 
work with youth write to bring your immediate attention to the case of Omar A. Khadr, one of two 
juvenile detainees facing charges in Guantanamo Bay.  Omar has been detained there for more than 
six years, since 2002.  Omar is currently scheduled on January 26, 2009 to be tried under the 
Military Commissions Act (MCA) of 2006  – just six days after your inauguration as President.  
Accordingly, absent prompt intervention, one of the first acts of your administration will be to 
preside over the first trial of a child soldier for war crimes in U.S. history.1 
 
Omar has been in U.S. custody since 2002 when he was just 15 years old, initially in Afghanistan 
and then at Guantanamo.  Throughout his detention, he has been housed with adult detainees despite 
his youth.  Whether your administration eventually closes the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay 
or not, military proceedings under the widely-condemned MCA are ongoing.  As things now stand, 
the next two cases to be tried involve the prosecution of detainees who were juveniles (i.e., child 
soldiers unlawfully used by our enemies) when taken into U.S. custody.2 
 
We believe that you should be made aware of three critical issues: 
 

 First, as noted above, Omar is scheduled to go to trial January 26, 2009, only six days after 
you take office; 

                                                 
1 As a former child soldier, protected by the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 
Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (“Child Soldier Protocol”), Omar Khadr’s torture and prosecution has 
drawn widespread condemnation from, among others, the U.N. Special Representative for Children in Armed 
Conflict, the U.N. Committee on the Rights of the Child, UNICEF, the Government of France, the former chief 
prosecutor for the Sierra Leone war crimes tribunal, and Canadian and European parliamentarians. 
2 The other child soldier case is United States v. Jawad.  This case is currently pending interlocutory appeal, but is 
expected to immediately proceed to trial in February or early March after the interlocutory appeal is resolved.  
This case is likewise flawed.  The Military Judge in Jawad recently ruled that the government’s theory of liability 
for the offense of attempted murder in violation of the law of war is not a legally valid theory.  He also ruled that 
statements given by Jawad to Afghani interrogators were the product of torture, and he has urged prosecutors to 
drop the case absent additional evidence to indicate that Jawad’s alleged conduct actually violated the “law of 
war.”  And the prosecutor in Jawad’s case recently resigned on the ground that it would be unethical for him to 
continue his participation in light of concerns over the concealment of exculpatory evidence. 
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 Second, having been taken into custody by the United States at age 15, Omar is a child 
soldier whose detention and pending prosecution violate international law regarding the 
detention and treatment of child soldiers; and 

 Third, although Omar has been charged with killing an American soldier during a four-hour 
ground and aerial firefight in Afghanistan; evidence disclosed to his lawyers, including 
documents inadvertently disclosed to the public, increasingly points to Omar’s innocence.  
In other words, not only will your Administration try a child soldier for the first time in our 
history, your administration will also be at serious risk of trying a child soldier who is 
innocent of the most serious charge against him.  

 
Brief Case Summary – Omar A. Khadr 
 
Omar A. Khadr is a 22-year old Canadian citizen detained by the United States since the age of 15.  
Omar was shot in the back by U.S. troops at the conclusion of a firefight near Khost, Afghanistan.  
U.S. soldiers found him buried underneath the rubble of a compound that had been bombed 
extensively during aerial assaults.  Having been given away by his father to be used as a child 
soldier by a group of Islamic militants in Afghanistan, Omar now faces trial on January 26, 2009 by 
military commission for a number of alleged “war crimes,” including a charge of “murder” based 
on the allegation that Omar threw a hand grenade that killed a U.S. soldier who participated in the 
firefight. 
 
Despite his age and the nature of his injuries, Omar was detained as an adult at Bagram Airbase and 
subjected to brutal interrogation methods3 by a U.S. intelligence interrogator (SGT “C”).  SGT “C” 
was subsequently court-martialed and discharged from the Army for his role in the abuse of a 
detainee who died in U.S. custody at Bagram.  According to defense counsel, the case against Omar 
on the charge of “murder” is based almost exclusively on contradictory and demonstrably 
implausible statements extracted from Omar while he was a critically wounded juvenile in U.S. 
custody.4  The interrogations were conducted under the mistaken belief by SGT “C” and others that 
Omar was the only enemy fighter alive at the end of the battle who could have possibly thrown a 
hand grenade causing the death of a U.S. soldier.  The government has acknowledged that no 

                                                 
3 These interrogation methods included chaining Omar’s wrists to the ceiling and cell walls for long periods, 
shackling him in fixed stress positions, and the use of hoods, growling dogs and sleep deprivation.  See Tim 
Golden, In U.S. Report, Brutal Details of 2 Afghan Inmates’ Deaths, NY TIMES (May 20, 2005) (describing the 
same methods used on other detainees in Bagram during the same period Omar was held there).  Documents 
disclosed by the Canadian government show that Omar was subjected to sleep deprivation as part of the “frequent 
flyer program” at Guantanamo, as well as extended periods of isolation to ensure his “cooperation” with 
interrogators.  All this took place while Omar was a juvenile, in contravention of recommended guidelines for the 
detention and interrogation of juvenile detainees authored by military psychologists and psychiatrists.  Note: Only 
open source material can be cited to as defense counsel are prohibited from disclosing documents (including 
unclassified documents) relating to Mr. Khadr’s treatment other than Omar’s affidavit. 
4 Section 948r of the MCA permits the introduction of evidence obtained despite coercion, so long as the 
statement was obtained prior to December 31, 2005, the date the Detainee Treatment Act of 2005 was enacted.  
Thus, statements made by Omar Khadr before 2006 could be admissible notwithstanding the fact that they were 
obtained by cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment.  
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eyewitness claims to have seen Omar throw a hand grenade and photos taken by ground forces 
upon entry of the compound show Omar buried beneath rubble and critically wounded. 
 
The original account of the firefight, which the Department of Defense spokesmen announced 
publicly in 2003, was undermined earlier this year when the government inadvertently released 
documents showing that at least one other fighter (an adult) was alive and fighting at the conclusion 
of the battle.  Additionally, it was revealed that the on-scene commander, Lt. Col. “W,” prepared a 
report the day after the engagement indicating that the enemy fighter responsible for the U.S. 
soldier’s death had been “killed.”  Lt. Col. “W” later altered that report to say that the fighter had 
merely been “engaged” to make way for Omar to be held responsible. A diary entry by an officer 
present at the battle disclosed this year suggests that U.S. troops may have executed or attempted to 
execute one or more wounded combatants at the end of the battle – conduct that would itself be 
criminal, thereby calling into question the credibility of witness accounts from the firefight.  
 
Finally, military judges in the three commission cases that have addressed the issue of what 
constitutes the offense of murder in violation of the law of war have issued rulings defining the 
offense to require the killing of a protected person (e.g., civilian, medical personnel or wounded 
soldier) as opposed to a soldier actively engaged in combat.  Such a ruling in Omar’s case, would 
have the affect of eliminating the murder and attempted murder charges.  But the military judge in 
Omar’s case has stated that he will not issue a ruling advising the parties of the elements of the 
offense until after the trial, just before instructing the members.  As a result, on January 26th, 
Omar’s defense team will be forced to defend against a charge of which the elements are unknown. 
 
Action needed now 
 
Omar’s imminent trial threatens to undermine your courageous commitment to both close 
Guantanamo and restore the rule of law.  We therefore urge you to direct Secretary Gates to 
withdraw and dismiss the charges against him without prejudice as soon as possible after taking 
office.  Withdrawing charges – without prejudice – preserves the government’s ability to proceed in 
all forums at a later time while permitting your administration to take a “fresh look” at the case, 
legally, factually and as a matter of policy.5  
 
Other options include recharging Omar in an alternative forum, i.e., the U.S. federal court, or 
returning Omar to Canada for due process there, which may consist of charging Omar in a Canadian 
court or putting him through a demobilization, rehabilitation and social reintegration program.6  On 
this latter point, officials in the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs have conveyed to Omar’s 
counsel on several occasions that if the U.S. asks Canada to take Omar back, Canada will take him 
back.  Additionally, the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Canadian Parliament issued a report 
calling on the Prime Minister to request Omar’s return.  Thus far, the Minority government of the 
Prime Minister, aligned with the Bush administration, has resisted those calls. 

 
                                                 
5 It is not unusual to withdraw charges in military commissions (or courts-martial).  In November, charges were 
withdrawn without prejudice in five cases when the prosecutor, LTC Vandeveld, resigned due to ethical concerns 
regarding the prosecutions.  One of the defendants was recently recharged. 
6 Senior U.S. officials (in Canadian welfare reports) say Omar is “salvageable,” “non-radicalized,” and a “good 
kid” – in other words, not a threat to U.S. security and an ideal candidate for rehabilitation & social reintegration. 
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With a total of six government prosecutors having now resigned their positions under the MCA due 
to their concerns regarding ethical issues surrounding the prosecutions, the stain on justice 
emanating from these prosecutions has become abundantly clear.  This stain will only spread if we 
allow the first trial of a child for war crimes in our history to proceed. 

 
Thank you very much for taking the time to consider this request.  Our nation and the world look 
forward to a prompt and just resolution of this case.  Omar can finally be treated as the child soldier 
that he is, while the United States of America demonstrates its return to policies and practices 
consistent with human rights principles that we as a Nation have always embraced, and can now, 
once again, honor.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Marsha Levick, Legal Director  
Juvenile Law Center 
 
Lieutenant-General the Honourable Roméo A. Dallaire, (Ret’d) 
Canadian Senator 
 
Ishmael Beah 
Former Sierra Leone Child Soldier 
 
Dr. David Crane, Professor Syracuse University College of Law,  
Former Chief Prosecutor of the Sierra Leone International War Crimes Tribunal  
 
David Fassler, M.D. Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist  
Clinical Professor of Psychiatry, University of Vermont College of Medicine 
 
Patricia Puritz, Executive Director  
National Juvenile Defender Center 
 
 
cc:  President George W. Bush 
 
National Organizations 
 
American Council of Chief Defenders 
Campaign for Youth Justice (Liz Ryan, President & CEO) 
Center for Children’s Law and Policy (Mark Soler, Executive Director) 
Center for Juvenile Justice Reform at the Georgetown Public Policy Institute (Shay      
      Bilchik, Director) 
Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice  
Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race and Justice at Harvard Law School 
Human Rights Advocates 
Justice Policy Institute (Sheila Bedi, Executive Director) 
Juvenile Law Center 
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National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
National Center for Lesbian Rights 
National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice 
The National Council on Crime and Delinquency 
National Juvenile Defender Center 
The National Juvenile Justice Network. 
National Legal Aid & Defender Association 
National Youth Advocate Program 
Penal Reform International   
Prison Legal News 
Rebecca Project for Human Rights  
Sylvia Rivera Law Project 
W. Haywood Burns Institute  
YouthBuild USA 
Youth Law Center (Carole Shauffer, Executive Director) 
 
State and Regional Organizations 
 
Alabama Youth Justice Coalition  
Association for Children of New Jersey 
Center for Community Alternatives (New York) 
Central Juvenile Defender Center 
Children’s Alliance of Southwest Florida 
Colorado Juvenile Defender Coalition 
Durham Bill of Rights Defense Committee (North Carolina) 
Juvenile Justice Coalition (of Ohio) 
Juvenile Justice Initiative of Illinois 
Juvenile Justice Project of Louisiana 
Mid-Atlantic Juvenile Defender Center 
Midwest Juvenile Defender Center 
New England Juvenile Defender Center 
Northeast Juvenile Defender Center 
Orange County Bill of Rights Defense Committee (North Carolina) 
Pacific Juvenile Defender Center 
Southern Juvenile Defender Center 
Southern Poverty Law Center 
Southwest Juvenile Defender Center 
Texas After Violence Project 
Washington Defender Association 
Western Juvenile Defender Center 
 
Legal Aid,  Public Defender Offices and Clinics 
 
Children’s Law Center of Massachusetts  
Cuyahoga County Public Defenders Office, Juvenile Division (Cleveland, OH) 
The Defender Association (Seattle/King County, WA) 
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Juvenile Regional Services (New Orleans, LA) 
Juvenile Rights Project, Inc. (Portland, OR) 
Law Office of Public Defender Carlos J. Martinez (Miami, FL) 
Law Office of the Cook County Public Defender (Chicago, IL) 
Law Office of the Montgomery County, Ohio Public Defender, Juvenile Division 
The Legal Aid Society (New York, NY) 
Legal Services for Children (San Francisco, CA) 
Los Angeles County Alternate Public Defender’s Office 
Office of the Ohio Public Defender 
Vermont Office of the Juvenile Defender 
Washoe County Public Defender’s Office (Nevada) 
Barton Child Law and Policy Clinic, Emory Law School 
Center for Juvenile Law and Policy, Loyola Law School 
Children and Family Justice Center, Bluhm Legal Clinic, Northwestern Law School 
Children’s Justice Clinic, Rutgers University School of Law – Camden 
Edwin F. Mandel Legal Aid Clinic, University of Chicago Law School 
Juvenile Justice Center, Barry University Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law 
 
Individuals∗ 
 
Floriane d'Oleire, M.D., Board Certified, Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist,     
      Oconomowoc Developmental Training Center, Oconomowoc, WI 
Barbara Flicker, Former Director, Inter-University Consortium on Child Welfare at UCLA, Institute  
 of Judicial Administration at NYU School of Law and IJA-ABA Juvenile Justice Standards  
 Project 
Gregory K. Fritz, M.D., Professor and Director, Division of Child and Adol. Psychiatry,  

Brown Medical School; Academic Director, E. P. Bradley Hospital; Associate Chief and 
Director of Child Psychiatry, Rhode Island Hospital/Hasbro Children’s Hospital, Bradley 
Hasbro Children’s Research Center  

Davis Gammon, Asst. Clinical Professor, Yale Child Study Center 
Abraham L. Halpern, MD, Professor, Emeritus of Psychiatry, New York Medical College 
Jennifer Harris, M.D., Clinical Instructor, Harvard University Medical School 

BC/BE Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist 
Lawrence Hartmann, M.D., Past President, American Psychiatric Association 
Michael Houston, M.D., Associate Clinical Professor of Psychiatry and Pediatrics,  
    George Washington University Medical School 
Gagan Joshi, M.D., Scientific Director, Pervasive Developmental Disorders Program, Clinical and  
 Research Programs in Pediatric Psychopharmacology, Department of Child & Adolescent  
 Psychiatry, Massachusetts General Hospital, Harvard Medical School 
Kathleen Kelley, MD, Training Director, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Training  
    Program, University of Illinois at Chicago/Institute for Juvenile Research 
WunJung Kim, M.D., M.P.H., Editor of AACAP News, Professor, Department of  
     Psychiatry, University of Pittsburgh                
Louis J. Kraus, MD, Woman's Board Professor of Child Psychiatry Chief, Section of  
                                                 
∗ Any titles and professional affiliations are for identification purposes only.  Individuals have signed this letter in their 
personal capacity. 
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      Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Rush University Medical Center 
Jean Meister, Board of Directors, Child and Adolescent Bipolar Foundation 
Wade C. Myers, MD, Professor and Director, Forensic Psychiatry Program, University  
      of South Florida, Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Medicine 
Dorothy A. O'Keefe , MD, DFAPA, Assistant Clinical Professor, Psychiatry, Virginia  
      Commonwealth University Volunteer, Physicians for Human Rights 
Sujata Patel, MD, Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, Palo Alto, CA 
Charlotte Phillips, M.D., F.A.A. P., Brooklyn, NY 
Jessica Rausch-Medina, M.D., Tampa, FL 
Jenna Saul, M.D., American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry,  

Auburndale, WI 
David L. Shern, Ph.D., President and C.E.O., Mental Health America 
Nawras Shukair, M.D, Children's Hospital Boston 
Catherine Anne Steele, MD, Lexington, KY 
Frederick J. Stoddard Jr., M.D, Associate Clinical Professor of Psychiatry, Massachusetts  

General Hospital, Harvard Medical School 
Nada L. Stotland, MD, MPH, Professor of Psychiatry and Obstetrics/Gynecology at Rush  
     Medical College, Chicago 
Janice Aitken, Legal Writing Professor of Law, Cleveland Marshall College of Law,  
      Cleveland State University 
Michelle Alexander, Associate Professor of Law, Moritz College of Law, Ohio State  
      University 
Tamar Birckhead, Professor and Co-Director, Juvenile Justice Clinic at the University of     
      North Carolina School of Law 
Gary Blasi, Professor of Law, UCLA School of Law 
Laura Cohen, Clinical Professor of Law, Rutgers University School of Law – Newark 
John Copacino, Professor of Law, Co-Director, Criminal Justice Clinic & E. Barrett  

Prettyman Fellowship Program, Georgetown University Law Center 
Phyllis L. Crocker, Professor of Law and Associate Dean for Academic Affairs,  
      Cleveland-Marshall College of Law 
Bernardine Dohrn, Assoc. Clinical Professor, Director, Children and Family Justice  
      Center, Bluhm Legal Clinic, Northwestern University School of Law 
Connie de la Vega, Professor of Law, University of San Francisco School of Law 
Sharon Dolovich, Professor of Law, UCLA School of Law 
Steven A. Drizin, Clinical Professor of Law, Northwestern Law School 
Hillary B. Farber, Assistant Professor, College of Criminal Justice & Visiting Assistant  
      Professor, School of Law, Northeastern University 
Barbara Fedders, Professor and Co-Director, Juvenile Justice Clinic at the University    of  
      North Carolina School of Law 
Alison Flaum, Visiting Assistant Clinical Professor of Law, Bluhm Legal Clinic, 

Northwestern Law School 
Craig B. Futterman, Clinical Professor of Law, Edwin F. Mandel Legal Aid Clinic,  
      University of Chicago Law School 
Prof. Thomas F. Geraghty, Dir., Bluhm Legal Clinic, Northwestern Law School 
Melissa Coretz Goemann, Director, Juvenile, Law and Policy Clinic, Co-Director, Mid- 

Atlantic Juvenile Defender Center, University of Richmond School of Law,  
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Philip Genty, Clinical Professor of Law, Columbia Law School 
Martin Guggenheim, Boxer Family Professor of Clinical Law, New York University  
      School of Law 
Stephen K. Harper, Adjunct Professor of Law, University of Miami School of Law 
Kristin Henning, Professor of Law, Co-Director, Juvenile Justice Clinic, Georgetown  
      University Law Center  
Randy Hertz, Professor of Clinical Law, New York University School of Law 
Paul Holland, Associate Professor, Seattle University School of Law. 
Peter Jan Honigsberg, Professor of Law, University of San Francisco 
J.C. Lore, Co-Director, Associate Clinical Professor of Law, Children’s Justice Clinic,  
      Rutgers University School of Law – Camden 
Terry A. Maroney, Assistant Professor, Vanderbilt University Law School 
Ellen Marrus, George Butler Research Professor of Law, University of Houston Law  
      Center 
Polly McIntyre, J.D., M.A., Director of the Juvenile Justice Center, Barry University 
      Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law 
Wallace J.  Mlyniec, Lupo-Ricci Professor of Clinical Legal Studies, Director, Juvenile  

Justice Clinic, Georgetown University Law Center 
Eric S. Pitchal, Assistant Clinical Professor of Law, Suffolk University Law School Child  
      Advocacy Clinic, Boston, MA 
John Quigley, President’s Club Professor in Law, Ohio State University 
Mae Catherine Quinn, Assoc. Professor of Law, Univ. of Tennessee College of Law 
Robert J. Reinstein, Professor of Law, Temple University 
Josephine Ross, Associate Professor of Law, Howard University School of Law 
Sandra Simkins, Co-Director, Associate Clinical Professor of Law, Children’s Justice  
      Clinic, Rutgers University School of Law – Camden 
Abbe L. Smith, Professor of Law, Co-Director, Criminal Justice Clinic & E. Barrett  
      Prettyman Fellowship Program, Georgetown University Law Center 
Gerald Surh, Associate Professor, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC 
Alice Thomas, Professor of Law, Howard University School of Law 
Joseph B. Tulman, Professor of Law and Director, Juvenile and Special Education Law  

Clinic, University of the District of Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law  
Deborah M. Weissman, Reef C. Ivey II Professor of Law, Director of Clinical Programs 
      University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill School of Law 
Frank E. Vandervort, Clinical Asst. Professor of Law, Univ. of Michigan Law School 
Adrienne E. Volenik, Director, Disability Law Clinic, Acting Director, National Center  

for Family Law, School of Law, University of Richmond 
Gary Williams, Professor of Law, Loyola Law School 
Cyn Yamashiro, Executive Director, Clinical Professor, Center for Juvenile Law and  
      Policy, Loyola Law School, Los Angeles, CA 
 
Akua Akyea, Associate Director, Center for Public Interest Law, Columbia Law School,  

New York, NY 
Nina Aledort, LMSW, New York, NY 
Michelle D. Al-Shishani, Esq., Raleigh, NC 
Philip D. Althouse, Esq., Cleveland, OH 
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Leah J. Altman, Washington, DC 
Kimberly Ambrose, Interim Director, University of Washington Law School, Children  

and Youth Advocacy Clinic 
Kristen Anderson, Chapel Hill, NC 
Betsy A. Biben, Kensington, MD 
Regina Birchem, Irwin, PA 
Joseph J. Cocozza, Ph.D., Executive Director, National Center for Mental Health and  
      Juvenile Justice 
Giselle Hardy Atabek, Seattle, WA 
Jennifer Martinez Atzberger, Esq., Legal Aid Society of Cleveland, OH 
Vanessa Alger, Somerville, NJ 
Emily Ann Batchelder, Washington, DC 
Julie S. Bachir, Madison, WI 
Lystra Batchoo, New York, NY 
Mark Richard Bearss, Minneapolis, MN 
Chad Beck, Washington, DC 
Tyler Beckelman, Washington, DC 
Seena Berg, San Francisco, CA 
Xochitl Bervera, East Point, GA 
Jennifer J. Bingham, Esq., Washington, D.C. 
Lynda Blackway, Harrisburg, PA 
Linda Boucher, Former Deputy Superintendent, Massachusetts Department of Mental  

Health and Retardation, Wellesley, MA 
Linda Bowen, Social Worker, Washington, DC 
Allen F. Breed, Retired Director, National Institute of Corrections, Retired Director  

California Youth Authority; and Special Master to Federal and State Courts on  
correctional litigation issues, San Andreas, CA 

Catherine E. Brennan, Deputy Public Defender, Monterey Public Defender, Salinas, CA 
Kathleen Cairns, Clinical Psychologist, Hartford, CT 
David Cashion, New York, NY 
Gabriella Celeste, Esq., Co-Founder and Former Associate Director of the Juvenile  
      Justice Project of Louisiana, Cleveland, OH 
John A. Chandler, Atlanta, GA 
Heather Chang, CA 
Yi-Yi Chang, San Francisco, CA 
Darius Charney, New York, NY 
Raylene Coe, Esq., Cape Canaveral, FL 
Holly Delany Cole, New York, NY 
Yelanda Collins, GA 
Sandra Haro Colomé, Public Defence Office in Chile 
Cathryn Crawford, Juvenile Justice Expert, Chicago, IL 
Professor Dena S. Davis, J.D., Ph.D., Cleveland, OH 
Steven DeJohn, Esq., Cleveland, OH 
Robin Delany-Shabazz, Burtonsville, MD 
Lynne DeSarbo, Esq., Washington, DC 
Alejandra Diaz Gude, Juvenile Defense Unity of the Public Defence Office in Chile 
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Leslie Dixon, Attorney, Anchorage, AK 
P. Roger Ehrlich, Cary, NC 
John D. Elliott, Attorney at Law, Columbia, SC 
Carrie Ellis, Esq., New Orleans, LA 
Eileen Farley, Seattle, WA 
Megan Faunce, New Orleans, LA 
Laura Ferry, Washington, DC 
Audrey Figueroa, Federal Tax Practice, McLean, VA 
Vernon Francis, Esq., Philadelphia, PA 
Frank Furstenberg, Ph.D., Philadelphia, PA 
Andrea Gaeta, Pt. Richmond, CA 
Christine P. Gaffney, Philadelphia, PA 
Roy Galloway, Esq., Harrisburg, PA  
Lisa Gigliotti, Social Service Advocate, Worcester, MA 
Thomas Giovanni, Supervising Attorney, Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem,  

New York, NY 
Sherry Gold, Los Angeles, CA 
Fausta Gonzalez, Bronx, NY 
Barry Gordon, Ph.D., Cleveland, OH 
Eileen Gordon, Cleveland, OH 
Nora Gordon, Brooklyn, NY 
Susybelle Gosslee, Dallas, TX 
Patrick Griffin, Senior Research Associate, National Center for Juvenile Justice,    
      Pittsburgh, PA 
Megan Guillory, Assistant Public Defender, State of New Mexico, Roswell, NM 
Josh Gupta-Kagan, Esq., Washington, DC 
Anika Gzifa, Esq., Washington, DC 
Frank Hall, Managing Director, Eagle Group, and former Administrator of correctional  

systems in Massachusetts, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, Philadelphia, and Santa 
Clara County, California; Port Charlotte, FL 

April Hamilton, New York, NY 
Christie Hedman, Seattle, WA 
Susan Henderson-Utis, Washington, DC 
Jeni Hergenreder, Staff Attorney, Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania,  

Pittsburgh, PA 
Richard Holder, Arden, NC 
Patrick J. Hoover, Esq., Rockville, MD 
Alexander Hurst, Cleveland, OH 
Rev. Charles V. Hurst, North Presbyterian Church, Cleveland, OH 
Ric Hyland, National Administrator Emeritus, California Peace & Freedom Party,  

Sacramento, CA 
Shirin Ikram, Esq., Washington, DC 
Aminata Ipyana, Esq., Washington, DC 
Anand Jahi, Philadelphia, PA  
Maighna Jain, Oakland, CA 
Meetali Jain, Washington, DC 
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Sherri Jefferson, Attorney at Law, The African-American Juvenile Justice Project 
      Jonesboro, GA 
Shelan Joseph, Los Angeles, CA 
Wendy J. Kaplan, Esq., Boston, MA 
Shira Kaufman, New York, NY 
Lara K. Keithley, Keithley and Keithley, Attorneys at Law, Albuquerque, NM 
Kevin Kelly, Esq., Ithaca, New York 
Kathleen Kemp, M.A., Philadelphia, PA 
Julie J. Kim, St. Louis, MO 
Young Kim, New York, NY 
Eric Klein, Washington, DC 
Christina M. Kleiser, Asst. Public Defender, Knox County Public Defender’s Community       
      Law Office, Knoxville, TN 
Eric Koenig, President, Board of Directors, Juvenile Law Center  
Julie Koves, Asst. Public Defender, Orlando, FL 
Wendy Krakauer, Seattle, WA 
Angela Kuo, San Francisco, CA 
Michele Larkin-Davis, Public Defender’s Office, Minneapolis, MN 
John I. Laun, Attorney at Law, Laun Law Offices, Kiel, WI 
Deborah Lawson, Martinsburg, WV 
Jeffrey Lazarus, Esq., Cleveland, OH 
Patty Leal, San Francisco, CA 
Edward Sungkyu Lee, San Francisco, CA 
Sandra K. Levick, Washington, DC 
Jonathan Levy, Naples, FL 
Stacey L. Lewis, Attorney at Law, Washington, DC 
Linda Lillevik, Seattle, WA 
Kay M. Locke, Juvenile Division Managing Attorney, Law Office of the Montgomery  
      County, Ohio Public Defender, Juvenile Division, Dayton, OH 
Walter Long, Counsel, Texas After Violence Project, Austin, TX 
Antoinette M. Lo Presti, Staten Island, NY 
Lauren LoPresti, Morristown, NJ 
Mark Loudon-Brown, Esq., Washington, DC 
Ned Loughran, Juvenile Justice Expert, MA 
Jennifer Lowman, Staff Attorney & Director of Client Services and Training, Education  

Law Center, Philadelphia, PA  
Don Madsen, Seattle, WA 
Usha Maharajh, Esq., Stuart, FL 
Bharat Malkani, Birmingham, AL 
Rachel Mann, Esq., Philadelphia, PA  
Theodore Mann, Esq., Philadelphia, PA  
Jody Marksamer, Staff Attorney & Youth Project Director, National Center for Lesbian  
      Rights, San Francisco, CA 
Malikah Marrus, Researcher, Southwest Juvenile Defender Center, Center for Children,  
      Law & Policy, University of Houston Law Center, Houston, TX 
Carlos J. Martinez, Public Defender, Miami, FL 



 12

Rob Mason, Esq., Jacksonville, FL 
Amina Matheny, Esq., Virginia Beach, VA 
Professor Marilyn McMorrow, Washington, DC 
Matthew Mazur, New York, NY 
Hannah McElhinny, Washington, DC 
Maura McInerney, Staff Attorney, Education Law Center, Philadelphia, PA 
Edward McWilliams, Brooklyn, NY  
Suzanne Meiners-Levy, Naples, FL 
Margaret S. Misch, Orange County, NC 
Matthew Mizel, Los Angeles, CA 
Ami Mody, Staff Attorney, Education Law Center, Philadelphia, PA 
Angela J. Moore, San Antonio, TX 
Patty Mullally, Michigan 
Rita Murillo, Allegheny County, PA 
Jyoti Nanda, Esq., Lecturer in Law, Epstein Program in Public Interest Law & Policy  

UCLA School of Law 
Lisset Nevárez. San Jose, CA 
Norma Nocito, Burlingame, CA 
Kathleen O’Boyle, Dir. of Youth Services, The GLBT Center of Colorado, Denver, CO 
Cyrus O’Brien. Montgomery, AL 
Suzanne L.S. Olajos, Madison, WI 
Marie D. Osborne, Chief Assistant, Juvenile Division, Law Offices of Public Defender  
      Carlos J. Martinez, Miami, FL 
Janice P. Pasaba, Burlington, WI 
Dr. Patricia Pasick. Cleveland, OH 
Vernon Patterson, Los Angeles, CA 
Kathryn L. Pierce, B.S.W., J.D., LL.M., St. Louis, MO 
Craig Platt, Seattle, WA 
Katha Pollitt, Columnist, The Nation 
Anne Powley, Westminster, CO 
Marc Ramirez, Bronx, N.Y. 
Jonathan A. Rapping, Esq., Atlanta, GA 
Virginia Raymond, J.D., Ph.D., Director, Texas After Violence Project, Austin, TX 
S. Gail Reid, Atlanta, GA 
Len Rieser, Co-Director, Education Law Center, Philadelphia, PA 
Lauren Robbins, Philadelphia, PA 
Tom Roberge, Brooklyn, NY 
Hank Rodenburg, Chapel Hill, NC 
Renate Rodenburg, Chapel Hill, NC 
Michelle Natividad Rodriguez, Esq., Oakland, CA 
Susan Roske, Chief Public Defender – Juvenile Division, Office of Clarke County Public  
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