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The Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies cordially  
welcomes you to the fifty-sixth Presidential Inauguration. 

Dianne Feinstein, Chairman
U.S. Senate, California

Harry Reid
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate, Nevada

Robert F. Bennett
U.S. Senate, Utah

Nancy Pelosi
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives, California

Steny H. Hoyer
Majority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives, Maryland

John A. Boehner
Republican Leader, U.S. House of Representatives, Ohio

he fifty-sixth Presidential Inauguration celebrates the 200th anniversary 
of Abraham Lincoln’s birth and the ideals of renewal, continuity, and 

unity that he so often expressed. As we have done every four years since 1789, 
Americans join together today to witness our President take a simple oath of office 
consisting of thirty-five words. This historic event provides an occasion for all 
Americans to rededicate themselves to the principles that are the foundation of our 
representative democracy.
	 Framed against a backdrop of red, white, and blue bunting, the West Front 
of the United States Capitol features five flags. The flag of the United States is 
displayed in the center. On either side are two earlier flags: the flag popularly 
known as the “Betsy Ross flag,” with stars arranged in a circle, appeared in the 
early 1790s; the flag with twenty-one stars flew for one year from July 4, 1819, to 
July 4, 1820, in recognition of the entrance of Illinois into the Union.
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Prelude The United States Marine Band 
 Colonel Michael J. Colburn 			 
 Director

Call to Order and The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
Welcoming Remarks  United States Senator, California

Invocation Dr. Rick Warren
 
Musical Selection Aretha Franklin 
 

The Vice Presidential Oath of Office 
will be administered to Joseph R. Biden, Jr., 
by Associate Justice of the Supreme Court  

of the United States 
The Honorable John Paul Stevens

Musical Selection Yo-Yo Ma, cello  
 Anthony McGill, clarinet  
 Gabriela Montero, piano 
 Itzhak Perlman, violin 
 Composed & arranged by John Williams 
 

The Presidential Oath of Office  
will be administered to Barack H. Obama  
by the Chief Justice of the United States  

The Honorable John G. Roberts, Jr.

Inaugural Address The President of the United States

Poet Elizabeth Alexander
  				  
Benediction The Rev. Dr. Joseph E. Lowery

The National Anthem The United States Navy Band Sea Chanters 
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